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but two ways of securing impartial suffrage throughout the
Union. One is, for the states themselves to adopt it, which is
being done by some already; and now that the subject is being
agitated and its justice being made apparent, it is to be hoped
it will soon commend itself to all: the other is, by an amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United States, adopting impar-
tial suffrage throughout the Union, which to become effective
must be ratified by three fourths of the States.

Amendments of the constitutions of Ohio, Kansas, and
Minnesota for that purpose were then pending, but they
were all voted down by the people in October and Novem-
ber, 1867.

Congress continued to pass supplementary Reconstruc-
tion measures at short intervals. One such authorized
the commanders of the military districts to suspend or
remove any persons holding any office, civil or military,
in their districts and appoint other persons to fill their
places and exercise their functions subject to the .disap-
proval of the General of the Army of the United States.
It was declared to be the duty of the commanders afore-
said to remove from office all persons disloyal to the
United States and all who should seek to hinder, delay, or
obstruct the administration of the Reconstruction Acts.
Section eight of this act made members of boards of
registration removable in like manner. Section eleven
provided that "all the provisions of this act, and of the
acts to which it is supplementary, should be construed
liberally." This bill was vetoed by the President July 19,
1867, and was passed over the veto by both houses the
same day. Still another supplementary act was passed
on the llth of March, 1868, relating to the election of
members of Congress in the rebel states.

Under this harness of militarism constitutional conven-
tions were held and constitutions adopted by all of said
states, except Texas and Mississippi, during the yearmner's credit or discredit as a statesman that suffrage, irrespective of
